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1. Early modern Dutch drama felt the reverberations of events that not only took place in 
the Dutch Republic but also of those which occurred as far away as India and China.  
2. The VOC was without doubt the Dutch Republic’s Asian correspondent in the early 
modern period.  
3. The VOC pursued a policy of aggressive mercantilism in Asia. Trade constituted the 
basis of their relations with Asian polities, and aggression was deployed if it was 
reckoned that the expenditure of gunpowder was worth the potential return.  
4. The Dutch East India Company’s Asian encounter was an aggregate of differing 
experiences that were directly correlated to the measure of mercantile and imperial 
clout they possessed vis-à-vis the polities they interacted with. The Company could 
however still subscribe to a standard vocabulary of representation in their assessments 
and appraisals of various territories in Asia.  
5. The passage of stories and perceptions of the Orient from Asia to Europe was a 
perilous one. Some conceptions weathered the hazards of the journey while others 
succumbed to it. A third category of representations were conceived during this 
passage. 
6. The label ‘early modern’ needs rethinking because it invariably impels historical 
research to anticipate the advent of the modern period.  
7. The gap between literary and historical studies needs to be bridged. There is far too 
much potential in this collaboration than meets the eye.  
8. Ignore Edward Said and you overlook the elephant in the room. An engagement with 
his theory is productive to both admirer and critic. 
9. Well stocked library plus helpful librarian equals happy historian.  
10. Cycling is an art. Non-artists take the bus. 
 
